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POLITICAL. 


The Nydya Sudhd (Hard&), of the 23rd December, says that Cireulation, 
Theebaw has been deported to Madras ne doptem 
with his family, and that Mr. Bernard 

carries on the administration with the aid of Burmese ministers 

as a temporary arrangement. The Home Government has 

left the settlement of the question as to the future of Burma 

entirely to Lord Dufferin. The English and Anglo-Indian 
newspapers and traders urge the annexation of the country, 

while native newspapers and politicians are opposed to the a 
proposal and recommend the transfer ‘of the kingdom to as 
another member of the royal family. It remains to be seen 
which of these two courses will commend itself to the Vice- 
roy. His Excellency desires to solve the Burman problem 
in accordance with the opinion of Parliament, in order that no 
difficulty may -afterwards arise, and he therefore a waits the 
assembling of the new Parliament. True, annexation would 
cr eate a new market for British traders, but the question 


- Burmese affairs. 
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is whether Government would profit by it The belief pre- 
vails in well-informed circles that the revenues of Upper 
Burma would hardly suffice for the expenses of the army 
which would have to be maintained in the country, especially 
to. check the inroads of the wild border tribes, and of the 
costly British system of administration. The maintenance 
of native rule would avoid this-financial -difficulty and even 
bring a suitable sum into the British treasury in the shape 
of an annual tribute. As it is, the British empire is rather 
unwieldy, and the work of government taxes the energies’ 
of the English nation. Hence the object of Government in 
adding to its responsibilities by making new conquests is quite 
incomprehensible. Government has more than once declared 
in no ambiguous language that it will not annex any Native 
State in future. A departure from that policy is sure to 
shake the confidence of feudatory chiefs in its. words and acts. 


The Vritta Dharé (Dhér), of the 10th December, received 
on.the 24th idem, says that, as Thee- 
baw has been already imprisoned and 
the war is at anend, it is now useless to discuss the justice or 
otherwise of the despatch of the Burma expedition. The 
ex-King is in the hands of his enemy, and therefore it is of 
no public concern whether he will be killed or his life will be 
spared or where he- will be located. But it is a matter of 
general regret that he did not avoid war by acceding to the 
wishes of the British Government when he was not prepared 
to fight to the last. He was really not an able prince, and 
his subjects have been released from his misrule. However; 
there is no doubt that Burmans wonld prefer a native ruler, 
even though he may be more incompetent than Theebaw 
himself, to foreign rule. Hence it may be hoped that the 
British Government will take the innocence of the people 
into consideration and place another Burman prince on the 
throne. The non-annexation of Burma would also justify the 


declaration of English statesmen that they have no desire 
for further territorial ag crandisement, : 


The same. 
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The Hindustdn (Kaélakankar), of the 23rd December, states 
that the Pioneer, the Civil and Mili- 
tary Gazette, and other Anglo-Indian 
newspapers which are anti-native, recommend the annexa- 
tion of Burma, while the native press is against the recom- 
mendation. The /Mindustdn highly approves of Theebaw’s 
deposition. Like Muhammadan princes, he had massacred 
a large number of his innocent relatives. Such a ruffian 
cannot be treated with too great severity. Hinddis would 
show no sympathy with him even if he were put to death. 
The Hindustdén would be glad to see British rule established in 
Burma, for in that case Burmans would be saved from the 
tyranny and oppression of their native princes. But on 
their qualifying themselves for self-government, the Hin- 
dustan would-be the first to recommend the evacuation of 
their country and the grant of “‘ home rule” to them. 


The Raftg-i-Hind (Lahore), of the 26th NDecember, in 
an article on Burma, observes that 
every unprejudiced person views the 
deposition of a cruel and tyrannical prince like Theebaw with 
satisfaction, but disapproves of the proposed annexation of 
Burma and recommends the transfer of the country to another 
prince. (The Najmu-l-Akhbér, Et&wah, is of opinion that 
another Burman prince should be placed on the throne.) 


The same. 


The same. 


The <Akhtar-t-Oudh (Lucknow), of the 21st December, 
observes that, as Burmans themselves 
desire the establishment of British 
rule in Burma, the country may be annexed, but that Thee- 
baw should be treated with indulgence in consideration of 


his unconditional surrender. 


The same. 


4 


The Shafiga- Hind (Lahore); of the 26th December, says 
‘Desire expressed by the that it appears from some newspapers 
A mcigh fo vckpis th ally that the Viceroy has expressed & 
desire to look at the opinions of the 


the Burmese war. .. 


native press on the Burmese war. The Shaflg thanks His. 
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Excellency for recognizing the press, but Lord Dufferin would 
have consulted the opinion of native editors with greater 
advantage before the outbreak of hostilities. They might 
have dissuaded him from declaring war. 


GENERAL ADM’ NISTRATION. 


The Rozdnah (Lucknow), of tue 23rd December, says 
Local Government and that the unjust partiality shown by 
Mr. Laidman. Sir Alfred Lyall’s Government to Mr. 
How- 
Civi- 
lians do not hesitate to ill-treat natives, simply because they 
are convinced that the higher authorities will always espouse 
their cause. Sir Alfred Lyall’s action in the cause celébre under 
review is a new reproach to his government and has won 
for it the name of the Civilian Government. When he retires 
from the Lieutenant-Governorship (and the sooner he retires 
the better), he will not carry with him the good wishes of the 
people. Such high-handedness on the part of Government 
officers is, however, not an unmixed evil. It wil] induce 
the people to endeavour to do something to improve matters. 


The Lahore Gazette, of the 26th December, says that, 
looking at Sir Alfred Lyall’s unjust 
sympathy with his countrymen, natives 
have good reason to be dissatisfied with his Government. 
The High Court and all unprejudiced persons were agreed in 
finding fault with Mr. Laidman for his misconduct, but still 
Sir Alfred Lyall has inflicted on him no punishment whatever. 
The Lieutenant-Governor’s Resolution on the case, in which 
His Honor observes that Captain Hearsey’s statements were 
false and unfounded, reflects on the ability and intelligence of 
the Judges of the High Coart. His Honor had better report 
them for incompetence and get new Judges of his views in 
their place. It cannot be too deeply regretted that a high 
officer like a Lieutenant-Governor should be such a prejudiced 


man. However, credit is due to Sir Alfred Lyall for publish- 
ing his Resolution. 


Laidman is generally viewed with profound regret. 
ever, his acquittal should be no matter for surprise. 


The same, 


The Azdd (Lucknow), of the 22nd December, says that 
a memorandum, containing a brief 
account of the principles on which 
Government desires to base the new Oudh Rent Act, with 
a view to protect the rights of cultivators, was made over to 
the talukd&rs of Oudh in the presence of the Viceroy and 
the Lieutenant-Governor. The Azdd publishes a copy of the 
memorandum and remarks that, when it read it, every 
paragraph, in fact every word, produced strange thoughts 
in its mind. The Azdd does not mean to comment on the 
memorandum at present, but has published it for the infor- 


Oudh tenancy question. 


vince. It will gladly throw open its columus to a discussion 
of the subject, and will itself take part in the controversy 
from time to time. The question is what policy will the Ta- 
lukdars’ Association adopt? The Association is divided. 
There is reason to fear that some talukdars will be fright- 
ened into silence by threats, and others will be won over by 
holding out hopes of honours and titles. Looking at the great 
influence acquired by Sir Alfred Lyall over the talukdars 
by his display of kindness to them, the measure is not likely 
to encounter any strong opposition at their hands, 


The same paper, after referring to the circumstance that in 
: Oudh, when the Lower Appellate Court 

Need for the establish- ge 
. ment of a Chief Court in upholds the decision of the Court of first 
haa instance in a tase, no appeal lies to the 
Judicial Commissioner, and that the revisional jurisdiction of 
Supreme Courts is very limited, urges the establishment of a 
Chief Court in place of the Judicial Commissioner’s Court in 
the province. In order to meet the additional cost which the 
scheme would involve, the Azdd will propose some economical 
measures in a future issue. 


The Nasi{m-i-Agra, of the 23rd December, regrets to say 
that bribery and corruption still large- 
ly prevail in courts of justice. Some. 


officers almost openly sell justice to the highest bidder. But 


Munsif of Fatehabad, 


mation of persons interested in the land question of the pro- - 
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Government has not yet done anything to check ‘the vil. 
Some time ago many complaints. against the Munsif of Fa- 
tehabad reached the Hich Court, which ordered the District 
and Sessions Judge of Agra to investigate the matter. The 
Judge went to Fatehabad, examined some twenty or twenty- 
five ‘persone in one day and then returned to Agra. When 
people heard of the enquiry, they went in large numbers to 
Fatehabad to give evidence against the Munsif,, but on thair 
arrival there they found that the Judge had already returned 
to Agra. The investigation was made at the commencement 
of the long vacation, but the result has not yet transpired, 
Whether the complaints were true or false, the Munsif should 
not be retained at Fatehabad, where he has incurred such 
widespread popular odium. 


The Kdérndmah (Lucknow), of the 21st December, refer- 
ing to the severe cold at Lucknow 
owing to rainfall, says that poor per- 
sons, who have not got suffisient clothing, suffer severely 
from the inclemency of the weather. Formerly winter 
clothing was largely distributed every year to the poor from 
the Husainabad endowment; but, since the endowment has 
come under official control, the distribution of clothing has 
been discontinued, and the surplus revenues have been spent 
on the erection of a clock-tower and on illuminations on the 
occasion of visits of Government officers! The managers of 
the endowment would do well to devote the money to chari- 
table purposes in accordance with the wishes of the donor. 


Husainabad endowment. 


The Sarosh-i-Benares, of the 24th December, observes that 
eae aa ee the Resolution published in the North- 
powers. Western Provinces and Oudh Govern- 
ment Gazette of the 12th idem regarding Honorary Magis- 
trstes deserves more than a passing notice. It has been 
already admitted on all hands that natives make better civil 
jadges than Europeans. The Resolution in question shows 


that Native Honorary Magistrates understand and deeide 
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criminal cases with intelligence, In conclusion, the. Sarosh 
briefly describes the increased. powers. which the.Local Gov- 
ernment means to confer on them. 


The Praydg Sdmdchdr (Allahabad), of the 28rd Decem-- Circulation, 
Accouut-books used by ber, says that dalde.or account-books 
native traders. used by native traders are so made 
that they can be easily tampered with by traders, and that, 
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therefore, traders often forge their books and obtain decrees. I 
from Small Cause Courts ‘against their customers. ‘The q 
Samdchdr is of opinion that traders should be required to Ve 


have their books registered and to obtain the signatures of — 
their customers against their aceounts in the books. 
The Azdd (Lucknow), of the 29th December, says that Circulation, 
Examination of revenue t is believed that the examination of or 
agente. | revenue agents has been stopped on 
the ground that their number has already become too large. 
The revenue agents are nota burden on the Government 
treasury. If they are increasing, the population and the 
facilities for litigation too are on the increase. It will be 
a great injustice to candidates, who may be unsuccessful 
this year, not to offer them another chance. att 


The Prayég Samdchir (Allahabad), of the 23rd December, Circulation, 
: | oe 600 copies.. 
tedcine ot cele referring to the late Examination of 
tars and ploaders held at mukhtars and pleadersheld at Allah- 
eras ne abad, complains that some candidates 
were told that they were not admissible to the examination 
when they stood at the door of the examination-room. A 
Bengali of: Dacca was told that he was inadmissi ble only a few. of 
days before the examination after his arrival at Allahabad, | 4 
The journey put him tono small expense and trouble in vain. a 
~The same paper praises Kunwar Jw4lé Prasid, Assistant 
atte _ Magistrate, Allahabad, for his justices. 
Assistant Magistrate,Allah- nd says that‘his transfer from that 
So district to Basti, though only tempo- 
rary, is generally regarded with regret by the native — 
munity, ©“ Pate aGiicd Sas. 1H: ; , 


wee. 


ss a a cee re 


- Kunwar Jwéla Praséd, 


Circulation, 
280 copies. 
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RAILWAY. 


A local correspondent of the Sahtfa-t-Qudsi (Delhi), of the 
24th December, complains that, at 
the railway station at Delhi, plat- 
form-tickets are supplied at one anna each and are obtained 
with difficulty. The price of the tickets should be reduced 
to a quarter of an anna, as has been done at other stations, 
and they should be sold in the verandah of the station in order 
that people may be able to obtain them more easily. 


Platform-tickets, Delhi. 


LOCAL AND MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Hindustdn (K4élakankar), of the 24th and 25th De- 
Bulls let loose by Hin. Comber, referring to the case of the 
dus. man who was convicted by a Hindu 
Magistrate at Benares of theft for endeavouring to drive to 
the house of a butcher a bull that had been let loose by some 
Hindu on the occasion of the death of some member of his 
family in accordance with the Hindu religion, but who was 
acquitted by the High Court on the ground that the bull 
was no one’s property, observes that Hindus are much dis- 
satisfied with the decision of the High Court. They say that 
butchers will now freely kill all such bulls, and that the 
entire destruction of these animals will seriously interfere 
with the breeding of cattle. Moreover, it is contended that 
the release of such bulls is inculcated by the Hindu religion. 
The Hindustan observes that the bulls in question really do 
a great deal of mischief. They injure crops, attack people 
and oxen in streets, and so forth. If any person desires to 
release a bull for the benefit of the soul of his father, 
he should do so by all means. But he should not allow 
the animal to roam about and injure other people’s pro- 
perty. He should feed it himself, but he may relieve him- 
self of a portion of the cost of its support by requiring any 
person, who desires to have his cow covered by it, to feed 
it (say) for a week or a fortnight. The way in which bulls 
are released at present brings evil rather than good to the 
souls of persons in whose names they are set free, because 
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the animals are often seized by the police and sent to jails, 
where they are employed in dragging the plough or draw- 
ing water from wells. 


The Sahtfa-i-Qudsi (Delhi), of the 24th December, com- 
plains that bulls, released by people 
and allowed to wander about freely in 
streets, are a great public nuisance at Delhi. Lately a man 
was attacked and killed by one of these beasts. The munici- 
pal committee snould see to this. 


Bulls at Delhi. 
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